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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
BROWN TO RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREE 
December 8, 1987 
CHARLESTON, IL--Howard E. Brown, president of Richland Community 
College in Decatur, will receive an honorary Doctor of Public Service 
degree from Eastern Illinois University during fall commencement cere-
monies Sunday, December 13 at 2 p.m. in Lantz Gymnasium. 
A graduate of Illinois State University and Colorado State Univer-
sity, Brown has completed graduate work at the University of Illinois and 
Columbia University. He holds a Specialist in Education degree from EIU. 
Brown, who has served as president of RCC since 1984, has more than 
thirty years experience as a teacher, coach, high school principal, unit 
superintendent of schools and regional superintendent of schools. 
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He has overseen the annual distribution of $28 million state and 
federal monies to school districts, RCC, private schools and various 
community organizations. 
Brown has also served as the fiscal and financial administrative 
agent for a $1.7 million annual budget for a dozen state and federal grant 
projects in East Central and Central Illinois. The projects range from 
adult literacy to a microcomputer consortium for 42 school districts. 
He has also advised and certified 1,800 public and private school 
teachers and administrators and served in an advisory capacity to eight 
school districts. 
More than 800 students are eligible to participate in the commence-
ment ceremonies, where Dr. June Johnson, EIU Professor of Voice and Coordi-
nator of Graduate Studies in Music, will serve as faculty marshal. 
Among the speakers at commencement are Dr. Thomas Layzell of 
Springfield, chancellor of the Board of Governors of State Colleges and 
Universities; Debra Sue Camren of Decatur, president of the student body; 
and Paul Hoffman ('79) of Decatur, president of the EIU Alumni Associ-
ation. 
Dr. Robert Kindrick, EIU Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, will give the charge to the class. 
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